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CHAPTER I

"T 7ICTORIA, Princess Royal of England, was not yet

V fifteen years old,  and  her  parents were  in  two

minds whether she was not rather young; to be engaged to
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in Hyde Park, and since then the project of this mar-
riage had received the private approval of his father and
mother and of his uncle the King of Prussia. The girl's
parents also approved, and they had asked Prince Frederick
to spend a fortnight at Balmoral in order to give him
ample opportunity to see what he thought of her now.
From their point of view it was an absolutely ideal
match; indeed, if Queen Victoria and Prince Albert had
been bidden to select any young prince from all the
Royal Houses of Europe to be Vicky's husband, they would
have chosen Fritz.

Physically he was a splendid young fellow, tall and
stalwart and handsome, and in character most estimable.